
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

October 13, 2017 
 
Select Standing Committee on Finance and Government Services 
Parliamentary Committees Office 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria BC 
V7V 1X4 
 
Submission by email 
 
 
Re: Budget 2018 Consultation 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
Please consider the attached recommendations when developing the provincial budget for 2018. 
Our recommendations arise from our members, are vetted by our advocacy teams, and 
supported by our policies based on research materials available to us. 
 
The City of Surrey is fast growing into an urban centre and is experiencing stresses as a result. 
Critical infrastructure, both brick-and-mortar and social, required to sustain a thriving population is 
strained as resources are spread across too many needs with too few dollars. Business owners 
are attracted to regions that provide ease of transport for goods and services, have amenities 
and entertainment for their workers, and is a sustainable, attractive place to apply their trade. 
Surrey’s affordability has attracted many families and immigrants/refugees, but there are 
challenges to draw businesses to the city, and to ensure today’s and our future workforce is 
housed, educated, and are mobile. 
 
The Surrey Board of Trade has a membership of over 2,400 businesses in Surrey and the South 
Fraser region with connections numbering over 6,000 and representing a workforce of over 
60,000. We trust that you will find our recommendations to be in the spirit of supporting our 
membership and the region, in which they live, work and play. 
 
If you have any questions or require further comment, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
anita@businessinsurrey.com or 604-581-7130. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

  
 
(H) Captain Anita Huberman, CEO, Surrey Board of Trade 
 
attach/ 
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SBOT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR BUDGET 2018 
 
 
1.  EDUCATION 

Surrey is one of the fastest growing cities in BC and anticipated to eclipse Vancouver in about 
5 years. Of concern is that the pace of school building has not kept up with the rate of growth. 
It is well known that far too many of Surrey’s K-12 students spend most of their school life in 
portables. Last year, the Minister of Education announced a 3 year, $217 million capital fund 
for up to 5,200 new student spaces. Our understanding is that no funds have been remitted 
to Surrey since early 2017. 

Further, as Surrey is one of the few municipalities that have the capacity to provide housing 
that is affordable for most workers, we find that the ability of the Ministry of Education to 
anticipate growth to be constrained by a funding formula that no longer is applicable. The 
Ministry needs to work with the city so that schools can be developed at the same time as 
family friendly neighbourhood. 

As our labour force requires good schooling for their children, Surrey requires deep 
investments to alleviate the current overcrowding as well as strategies to avoid untenable 
overcrowding in the future. 

We recommend: 

Ø That the $217M commitment to Surrey be honoured in the 2018 budget, 
Ø That the funding for portables, a capital cost, do not come out of operating funds, 
Ø That the funding formula be changed to accommodate rapid growth, and 
Ø That the Ministry work with the City of Surrey and developers to ensure schools are 

built expeditiously. 

 

2.  POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 

Surrey is host to SFU-Surrey and Kwantlen Polytechnic University. Douglas College has a 
presence and there are several smaller institutes that focus on 1-2 year diplomas. Currently, 
SFU-Surrey and KPU can offer 12.7 spaces per 100 18-24 year olds. The BC average is 38 
seats per 100. This is a critical issue with over 1 in 3 Surrey residents under 19 years old. 
With the growing need for a better educated work force, the lack of opportunity for Surrey 
residents, of which only 19% hold degrees, to be educated within their community is 
detrimental to a growing thriving economy to support families in a place they can afford to live.  

Last year’s announcement to build a new structure for the Energy and Environment 
engineering students was welcome – it provides space for an additional 400 students. 
However, this is not near enough to fulfil an MOU signed by the province in 2006 to double 
the spaces to 5,000 (FTEs) from 2,500 by 2015.  

As an organization that represents businesses requiring an actively educated workforce, we 
find this very concerning. 

We recommend: 

Ø That the province honour the MOU and work with SFU Surrey and KPU to, at 
minimum, double the available spaces for Surrey / South Fraser students, and 
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Ø That the province actively strategizes to capitalize on the geographic / land availability 
to expand both institutes for future students. 

 

3.  TRANSIT / TRANSPORTATION 

We were pleased to hear in the recent 2017 Budget update the provincial government’s 
commitment to respect the work done the Mayors Council and City of Surrey. However, we 
were concerned to note that the Surrey Light Rail Train (LRT) project was not in the 2017 
budget update as anticipated expenditures, nor was it mentioned in the discussion highlights. 
The Mayors Council and the City of Surrey worked diligently to thoroughly vet the proposed 
project. Our members and advocacy teams likewise worked to understand the proposed LRT 
project and why it is preferable to alternatives. We are now convinced that it is required for 
the purpose of building Surrey to be the urban centre that the residents need. The funding 
commitment by the province is absolutely necessary to ensure the project, the full 27km, is 
built now. 

We are disappointed that the replacement of the Massey Tunnel by a more sustainable bridge 
was cancelled without a viable alternative proposed. We feel that doubling a seismically 
unstable tunnel will be more destructive to river habitat and future land use in that area than a 
bridge. The bridge proposal provided 2 lanes dedicated to rapid transit, 2 lanes dedicated to 
the transport of goods, and sufficient lanes for a travelling public (1 more each way than is 
currently available). In any media release, there is no clear indication what would be proposed 
as a viable alternative to the proposed dedicated 4 lanes for transit and trucks. We currently 
see no budgetary item for the development of a new proposal for an urgently needed 
replacement. 

Aging infrastructure that inhibits the movement of goods and services also inhibits a region’s 
ability to develop economically. Financing the Surrey LRT, a Pattullo bridge replacement, and 
eventually the Massey Tunnel, as well as offsetting the lack of revenue from tolls on current 
bridges, will require funding sources that are outside what is currently allowed by legislation. 
We support the appointment of the Mobility Pricing Commission and will follow their work 
closely.  

We recommend: 

Ø That the province (re)commits to the Surrey-LRT project for the full 27 kms all in 
phase one, 

Ø That the province reconsiders its position on the Massey Tunnel replacement, and 
Ø That the province makes legislative changes to broaden the ability of Translink and BC 

Transit to fund needed infrastructure through dedicated carbon tax, and other 
appropriate measures. 

 

4.   HOUSING 

The challenge for all lower mainland municipalities is housing the homeless, the lower income 
earners, the middle-class families, the down-sizers, and the incoming professionals. A range 
of housing stock is required to meet the range of needs. 

We support the provincial government’s commitment to provide temporary modular homes 
for the homeless, along with the 1700 units of affordable rental housing across BC. 
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However, Metro Vancouver anticipates 64,900 new rental units will be required to meet 
demand in the next 10 years:  21,400 low income (<$30k) rentals, 25,400 low to moderate 
income ($30-$50k) rentals, and 18,100 market rentals for those who earn $50k or more per 
year.1 In years past, a combination of tax credits and supports from the Federal government 
provided the incentive to developers to build multi-family structures that have housed many 
socially subsidized, low-, and middle-income families. These are few and becoming fewer; 
most are 40+ years old and poorly maintained. Relying on individual condo owners of the 
structures that are replacing the rentals to fill the gap is unreasonable as stratas mostly 
restrict rentals. Secondary suites in private homes are also an unreasonable alternative and 
provide nowhere near sufficient stock.  

A viable economy requires a flexible housing stock for workers and their families to come and 
grow. We need to aggressively support and incentivize the development of a range of 
housing, especially for the $20K to $80K earners. 

We recommend: 

Ø That the provincial government work with the federal government to re-instate some 
of the federal tax incentives to develop subsidized and market rental structures, 

Ø That the provincial government consider what incentives it can provide to developers 
to construct co-op housing units and to re-invest / renovate current rental units, 

Ø That the provincial government work with municipalities to provide more flexibility in 
fees charged to developers as incentives to construct family sized units (2+ 
bedrooms) in multi-family developments. 

 

5.   PUBLIC SAFETY 

We appreciate the support the province has shown for Surrey’s initiatives such as the annual 
$500K for Surrey’s WRAP.  

While that program works to prevent young people from entering into a life of crime, the 
courts and judicial system need supports to rehabilitate those already “in the system,” and to 
expeditiously move the accused through the courts – keeping them off Surrey’s streets and 
out of further trouble. 

The cost of repeat offenders on businesses has not been effectively tracked, but it is 
sufficient that it is a major concern of the Surrey Board of Trade members. 

We recommend: 

Ø That the province examines and budgets appropriate resources for the judicial system 
to rehabilitate repeat offenders, and to move offenders through the court system 
more efficiently. 

 

6.   REFUGEE SUPPORT 

Surrey, because of its affordability, has attracted and is home to a very large percentage of 
refugees and immigrants. Refugees, in particular, have strained the city resources greatly. 

																																																								
1 Metro Vancouver, 2015. Housing and Transportation Cost Burden Study, p.24. 
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Federal funding only lasts 1 year, which is insufficient time for a refugee to adjust and 
succeed in a new country, particularly if they have had no prior exposure to English. 

We appreciate the government removing onerous fees on English and Adult Basic Education 
courses. However, this is only the start. Support for labour skills development need 
enhancing to provide refugees the ability to transition into working environments. 

We recommend: 

Ø That the province review and enhance labour skills development programs for 
refugees. 

 

7.   HEALTH 

Surrey, as part of the Fraser Health Authority that reaches from Burnaby through to Hope, is 
under-resourced for the population compared to Coastal Health. At one point, FHA received 
50% per capita of Coastal Health’s funding. While we recognize that Coastal Health has 
specialized care facilities, there are still a deficit of primary care providers, acute care facilities, 
long term facilities and a long list of other health and medical needs. 

We recognize and appreciate the funds allocated for Surrey’s Emergency/Critical Care Tower 
and Peace Arch Hospital upgrades. However, the pace at which the population is growing will 
exceed the capacity of these facilities before they are complete. Consideration for the 
construction of non-acute care facilities is required sooner than what is currently listed in the 
2017 Budget update. 

We recommend: 

Ø That the province plan to construct primary care centres, long-term facilities, mental 
health beds, and other needs for Surrey / South Fraser Region. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

	


