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In case you’ve been away…



He’s gone too! 



Presentation Outline
• Lessons from Vancouver Mayor’s Task Force on 

Housing Affordability
• Lessons from Vancouver’s efforts to be part of the 

innovation economy



In the past, affordable housing was made 
possible through federal and provincial 
direct funding and housing programs



FP, LD, ARP, 15.1,
CRSP, RGI, 34.18,

MURB, VLC ?

These are just some of the programs that 
made affordable housing possible



However, as federal $$$ dried up and provincial $$$ 
declined, municipalities had to become more involved 
in the delivery of affordable housing. In 2007 
Vancouver offered 14 sites for affordable housing



Incentives offered
¨ DCL Waiver
¨ Parking Relaxations
¨ Density Bonus
¨ Expedited 

Processing

It also involved private sector through new 
rental housing programs STIR & Rental 100



1,330 units of “affordable” market rental housing built in 19 buildings.



In 2012, the Mayor established a   
Task Force on Housing Affordability







City distributes report prepared by the Roundtable 
on Building Form and Design identifying five 
priorities:
• Rezone arterials for higher densities;

• Create new transition zones behind arterials for 

townhouses, stacked townhouses and higher 

density ground-oriented housing; 

• Modify C-2 zoning;

• Create more housing choices in RS zones;

• Appoint an Affordability Ombudsman.

Roundtable included representatives of AIBC, PIBC, UDI and CHBA 
Chair Michael Geller 







Many of the ideas in this report apply to Surrey. I urge 
those of you in residential development to check them out!

“Vancouver’s economy 
depends on attracting and 
retaining talent. Affordable 
housing of all types, including 
market rental is essential to the 
City’s current and future 
competitiveness.”



I also urge you to check out Greater Vancouver 
Board of Trade report on Housing Affordability







In conclusion, your future shouldn’t just live here. It should 
work here. It should be here! And ultimately it will be! 


