
Fact Sheet FRANCE
Top 5 BC Origin Exports to France, 2018 Cdn $Millions

Share of 
total BC Origin Exports to France

1. Transmission apparatus for radio-telephony, radio-
telegraphy etc; television cameras; etc

$24.7 19%

2. Coal and solid fuels manufactured from coal $15.8 13%

3. Composite diagnostic/laboratory reagents, nes (excl. 
those from blood, antisera and microbes)

$15.1 12%

4. Lumber, of a thickness exceeding 6 mm $13.1 10%

5. Electric generating sets and rotary  converters $9.9 8%

Total $126.7 100%

Top 5 Canadian Exports to France, 2018 Cdn $Millions
Share of 

total

1. Iron ores and concentrates $649.2 21%

2. Turbo-jets, turbo-propellers and other gas turbines $418.6 13%

3. Parts of helicopters, airplanes, balloons, dirigibles and 
spacecraft

$267.1 9%

4. Rape or colza seeds, whether or not  broken $165.8 5% Canada's Balance of Trade in Goods with France
5. Helicopters, airplanes and spacecraft $91.3 3%

Total $3,136.4 100%

Top 5 Canadian Imports from France, 2018 Cdn $Millions
Share of 

total

1. Grape wines (non aromatic) and grape must $566.9 8%

2. Helicopters, airplanes and spacecraft $495.1 7%

3. Medicaments, put up in measured doses or packed for 
retail use

$409.0 6%

4. Turbo-jets, turbo-propellers and other gas turbines $368.7 5%

5. Parts of helicopters, airplanes, balloons, dirigibles and 
spacecraft $300.8 4%

Total $7,184.1 100%

Top 5 Exports from France to the Rest of the 
World, 2018 US $Millions

Share of 
total

1. Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery, etc $67,690.6 12% Canada's Balance of Trade in Services with France
2. Vehicles other than railway, tramway $56,503.8 10%

3. Aircraft, spacecraft, and parts thereof $51,849.8 9%

4. Electrical, electronic equipment $44,856.4 8%

5. Pharmaceutical products $33,843.7 6%

Total $568,448.5 100%
Data Source: International Trade Centre
Top 5 Imports into France from the Rest of the 
World, 2018 US $Millions

Share of 
total

1. Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery, etc $83,653.5 13%

2. Vehicles other than railway, tramway $73,935.6 11%

3. Mineral fuels, oils, distillation products, etc $73,741.7 11%

4. Electrical, electronic equipment $58,138.5 9%

5. Plastics and articles thereof $25,965.2 4%

Total $658,950.6 100%
Data Source: International Trade Centre

Provincial Distribution of Exports to France, 2018 Cdn $Millions
Share of 

total           How important is France to BC and Canada?
1. Quebec $1,521.1 48.5%           France ranked #25 as a destination for BC origin exports in 2018 with 
2. Ontario $687.1 21.9%           0.3% of BC's commodity exports shipped there. It was ranked #12 as a 
3. Alberta $229.9 7.3%           destination for Canadian exports with 0.6% of Canadian goods exports
4. Newfoundland & Lab. $164.9 5.3%           shipped there and #9 as a source of imports into Canada with 1.2% of
5. Saskatchewan $130.0 4.1%           Canadian imports originating from France.
6. British Columbia $126.7 4.0%
7. Nunavut $109.4 3.5%
8. Nova Scotia $72.7 2.3%           How important is Canada to France?
9. Manitoba $53.0 1.7%           Canada was the source of approximately 0.4% of imports into France
10. Prince Edward Is. $23.3 0.7%           in 2018. Approximately 1.0% of exports from France were destined for
11. New Brunswick $18.2 0.6%           Canada in that year.
12. Northwest Terr. $0.1 0.0%
13. Yukon $0.0 0.0%
Canada Total $3,136.4 100.0% Unless otherwise indicated, data source is Statistics Canada
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France General Information Year-Over-Year % Growth in GDP of France
Population 67,364,357 (2018)
Annual Population Growth Rate 0.4% (2018)
GDP (US$)* $2.856 trillion (2017)
Per Capita GDP (US$)* $44,100 (2017)
GDP Real Growth 2.3% (2017)
*Purchasing Power Parity
Source: CIA

BC's High Technology Trade with France (Cdn$ Millions)

Year Domestic 
Exports Re-Exports Imports Trade Balance

2008 $6.6 $1.0 $81.5 -$74.0
2009 $6.0 $1.8 $75.7 -$67.8
2010 $6.3 $0.5 $98.0 -$91.1
2011 $6.5 $2.6 $83.6 -$74.6
2012 $5.2 $2.3 $81.5 -$73.9
2013 $8.0 $1.9 $105.0 -$95.1
2014 $10.8 $3.2 $68.4 -$54.4
2015 $15.7 $7.3 $147.1 -$124.1
2016 $20.9 $8.2 $67.4 -$38.3 Immigrants to BC from France
2017 $24.5 $13.2 $72.6 -$34.9

Source: BC Stats

Canada's Investment Position with France (Cdn$ Millions)

Year Canadian Direct Investment in 
France

Direct Investment in Canada by 
France

2009 $15,691 $17,629
2010 $4,503 $17,372
2011 $6,311 $10,605
2012 $7,018 $10,370
2013 $6,672 $9,904
2014 $5,628 $9,301
2015 $5,717 $8,013
2016 $6,279 $10,512
2017 $6,743 $11,545
2018 $7,395 $13,509

Source: Statistics Canada

Travellers from France Entering Canada Through BC and Immigration 
to BC from France Travellers from France Entering Canada Through BC

Year Travellers (Persons) Immigrants (Persons)
2009 22,370 218
2010 26,815 148
2011 24,879 172
2012 23,374 226
2013 21,656 187
2014 23,158 172
2015 30,404 200
2016 32,548 290
2017 33,494 397
2018 38,855 -

Sources: 
Travellers - Statistics Canada
Immigrants - Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada
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