
Surrey Board of Trade Top 25 Under 25 Awards 
~ Winners 2014 ~ 
 
Lara Ahmad – 21 
Enactus is a global organization focuses improving the lives of others. Enactus is a SFU 
student-run organization, which Lara has taken the Presidential position. The main 
goals of this organization is to address the social, environmental and economic needs in 
the community, all in hope to improve the standard of living. A program that Enactus 
annually hosts is a SFU Entrepreneur of the Year (SEY) where Lara took on the role of 
Co-Program Manager, SEY’s goal is to aid existing student entrepreneurs expand their 
networks and secure resources to further their businesses. Lara’s skills have allowed 
her to take on many roles simultaneously and still produce quality work as a SFU 
student double majoring in Business Administration and Psychology. 
 
Amneet Athwal – 18  
As a Co-Founder and Vice President of SOAR Philanthropic Society Amneet and her 
initiative to help students with financial aid has started a registered non-profit 
organization to provide scholarships to graduating high school students and raise 
awareness for the importance of education. Amneet is also currently working on a 
project call SOAR Conference that is targeted to grade 10, 11, and 12 students in which 
they will attend free workshops in Leadership, community involvement and careers. The 
workshops are ran by various speakers that Amneet has coordinated with, some of 
which are including TED Talk speakers. Amneet is also involved in various other 
organizations in her community such as Youth Transforming Society, National Battle for 
Change, and I AM in which she is serving as President for these organizations. Amneet 
still has various ideas to start up organizations that will benefit her local community.   
 
Aneel Bal – 17  
Currently a grade 12 high school student Aneel is focused on involvement in his 
community. Organizations that he is currently involved in include Youth Empowering 
Surrey (YES) where Aneel is Co-Executive Director the organization; it is a youth group 
that hopes to inspire their peers in Surrey to get involved in the community.  Aneel is 
also the President of Surrey Student Advisory Council whom represents the student 
body in Surrey. They collect information about the school system specifically topics 
such as curriculum, safety, technology, and student support and give the information to 
members of the school district.  
 
Winona Bhatti – 20 
Winona is involved with the Amrit Bhatti Talk Show a televised show promoting anti 
violence across Canada, this show interviews and discuss the impact of violence in their 
lives and how it has affected them. Winona was inspired by this Talk Show and decided 
to take further action by helping them find jobs, reintroducing them into society, 
ultimately empowering them. Winona is also the founder of Helping Underprivileged 
Girls (HUG), which targets to aid countries in poverty to break the cycle of poverty. 
Winonas efforts in this allowed her to fundraise enough to build a school in Guinea, 



North Africa hopefully leading to the end of the poverty cycle within their community. 
Her efforts still continue, Winona is also the Fundraising Manager at Enactus SFU in 
which she helps maintain and contributes to two of their programs Progressing the 
Impact of non-profits (PIN) as well as Banner Bags. PIN was aimed at helping addicts; 
provide food and shelter for the homeless. Winona saw potential in Banner Bags so she 
decided to apply for and successfully became program manager. This program was 
aimed at environmental sustainability, Winona taught textile students to up-cycle 
banners and make them into bags so they wouldn’t end up in landfills but could still be 
useful.   
 
Ashwini Canagaratnam – 17 
A member of Surrey Board of Trade Ashwini earned the Junior Achievement Youth 
Mentorship Program; through this she has earned a position in Human Resources 
where she handles shareholders investments, responsible for departments carrying out 
their duties and tasks. In this she had to experience making a company and marketing 
and selling a product her and her team successfully did so and was recognized by CIBC 
and was given the CIBC 2013 Student Company Environmental Stewardship Award. 
Ashwini is also a volunteer at Coast Capital Reading Buddies Program, she is able to 
encourage young children to improve their reading proficiency and become a role model 
to children. In the community she also volunteers with City of Surrey in the Party for the 
Planet Program as well as the Fusion Festival, which allowed Ashwini to interact and 
communicate with members of her community.   
 
Elvin Cheung – 23 
Elvin has created and sold many companies he is a truly an entrepreneur he created 
Beta Collective a company designed to help small organizations, Witty Cookie a 
company made to help business create WebPages at affordable prices, Qover 
Technologies a company made to make a creative and innovative resume to make 
potential employers see that a individual who uses this stands out, and finally QC 
Productions which is a professional filming company made for business in making event 
videos, corporate videos, promotional videos, and professional photography. Elvin has 
shown his creativity and innovativeness in these companies.  
 
Samuel Chin – 24  
Sam is one of the youngest Chief Technology Officers in Western Canada and received 
the Most Valuable Employee Award at Kitply Industries. He has shown and displayed 
his dedication, which earned him the Most Valuable Employee Award. As a Co-Founder 
and member of Marketing Gen Y, a group of business and marketing students Sam 
volunteered to assist local non-profits. He also developed the marketing plan for Self 
Employment and Entrepreneur Development Society (SEEDS) Sam’s efforts never went 
unnoticed which is how he got to earn the Contribution to Student Life Award from 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University for his influence on student life. He has also become 
two-time recipient of the Student Educational Enhancement Fun from Kwantlen to 
improve learning experiences outside of the classroom.  
 
 



 
Kevin Cruz – 21     
Kevin Cruz is the CEO and Director of User Experience at SynAesthetix Home 
Technologies, a tech startup company based out of Simon Fraser University’s Surrey 
campus. He is the Director of Member Relations at SFU Social Media Network, a 
student club that aims to educate students on the importance of social media and 
connects them with opportunities in the social media and connects them with 
opportunities in the social media and public relations space. In Kevin’s first year at SFU 
Kevin worked as a event organizer for Beneath One Sky, an SFU Surrey-based non-
profit group devoted to addressing the issue of poverty throughout the lower mainland. 
 
Jasmine Garcia – 24  
Jasmine is a full time Mentoring Coordinator with Big Brothers of Greater Vancouver; 
she coordinates the YOUCAN program in Surrey. YOUCAN supervise and monitors 
matches between teen volunteers with younger elementary school students to build 
friendly relationships. Jasmine has also taken leadership roles with a number of 
different organizations including Canadian Cancer Society, BC Childhood Cancer 
Parents Association, and Vancouver international Bhangra Celebration Society, and 
finally SFU Club for the Cure. Through these roles Jasmine has planned fundraising 
events while communicating with volunteer driven committees. In Jasmines many roles 
she is able to display her affection to volunteering and care towards others.  
 
Gabby gill – 20   
Gabby is a Co-Founder of the Kwantlen Marketing Association, a non-profit student 
organized that gives real world opportunities to increase interpersonal management, 
teamwork, and leadership. He is currently serving as Vice President of the organization. 
The organization opens up opportunities to students to allow them to do things they 
many have not had the opportunity to do otherwise. Gabby was awarded the KPU 
Student Leadership Award for significant contribution to student life at KPU in a 
leadership volunteer role. He has also helped his community by cooperating with 
Covenant House, a NFP organization that provides shelter to homeless youth. 
Alongside he had also helped raise a large amount of money for Movemember 
Foundation and spread the message of prostate cancer throughout the community with 
a team of students.  Gabby is actively seeking a Board Member position for a local Non-
profit to further assist his community.  
 
Gunraj Gill – 18  
 


