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About the Alliance

The Manufacturing Safety Alliance of BC is 
the nonprofit health and safety association
for BC manufacturers and food processors.

More than 3,000 employers use our Alliance online 
and classroom training and confidential advisory 
services to build workplace health and safety 
programs and protect workers.

Certifying Partner 
for the Occupational

Safety Standard of 
Excellence COR for
BC Manufacturers



Droplet Transmission
• Much more likely when in close 

contact and indoors versus 
outdoors

• Also transmitted through 
droplets in the environment that 
lands on surfaces and is touched 
by your hands followed by their 
face or eyes without cleaning 
their hands



Contact Density- type of 
contact (close/distant) 
Contact Intensity- duration 
of contact (brief/prolonged)

Number of people in your 
workplace at same time

Risk of Transmission 
from social interaction
in the workplace



Always start at the top
when selecting safeguards

Choose a less effective 
safeguard only when more 
effective solutions are 
impractical

Hierarchy of Controls to Reduce Transmission



Engineering Controls
Barriers added to production lines to enforce 2-meter distancing



Ventilation
Increase air supply and 

exhaust ventilation
To lower the risk of 
COVID-19 transmission 
inside a building, increase 
airflow and ventilate 
effectively

Technology available to 
kill pathogens on surfaces



Administrative Controls 
Protocols/Policy, training and monitoring for washing hands, tools, 

equipment including common areas



PPE Respirators
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Resources and Training



Jasmine Kalsi, MSc 
Industrial Hygiene

Era Poddar, PhD
Ergonomics

Sheldon McKee, CRSP
Confined Space

Lorne Davies, CRSP
Combustible Dust

Hossein Sinaei, P.Eng
Machine Guarding & 

Industrial Racking

Stephanie LawrenceSteve Wilson Sherry Snow, CRSPRosa Diaz, CRSP

Health & Safety Advisors Help Navigate
COVID-19 and other Risks

604.795.9595 | safetyalliancebc.ca



Need Help?

safetyalliancebc.ca/covid-19-safety-assessment

https://safetyalliancebc.ca/covid-19-safety-assessment


Mental Health and Psychosocial Considerations During COVID-19 
Outbreak (World Health Organization) – Developed by the WHO’s Department 
of Mental Health and Substance Use as messages targeting different groups to 
support for mental and psychosocial well-being during COVID-19 outbreak.

Mental Health and COVID-10 (Conference Board of Canada) – Videos on 
different aspects of mental health, including coping with anxiety, job loss, and 
dealing with isolation.

Taking Care of Your Mental Health (COVID-19) (Public Health Agency of 
Canada) – Tips and resources for taking care of your mental health during the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

Organizational Culture: Mental Health

https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/mental-health-considerations.pdf
https://www.conferenceboard.ca/insights/covid-19?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/mental-health.html


COVID-19 Psychological First Aid Service: Information and Signup (British 
Columbia Psychological Association) – Free virtual counselling provided by 
registered psychologists.

COVID-19: Staying Well In Uncertain Times (Canadian Mental Health 
Association – BC) – Tips and information on how to reduce and manage 
anxiety in the workplace due to the COVID-19 outbreak.

Managing COVID-19 Stress, Anxiety and Depression (Ministry of Mental Health 
and Addictions) - Tips and resources on things we can do as individuals and 
collectively to deal with stress and support one another during these 
challenging times.

Organizational Culture: Mental Health

https://www.psychologists.bc.ca/covid-19-resources
https://cmha.bc.ca/covid-19/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health-safety/covid19_stressmanagement_5_accessible.pdf


WorkSafeBC Sector-Specific Resources
Industry safety (BC’s Restart Plan, Phase 1):
Agriculture, Construction, Forestry, Healthcare, Hospitality, Manufacturing
(also: Meat processing), Municipalities, Retail, Small business, Transportation

Returning to safe operation (BC’s Restart Plan, Phase 2): New: Gyms and 
fitness centres. More: General guide to reducing risk; Arts and cultural 
facilities; Health professionals; In-person counselling; Education (K-
12); Offices; Parks; Personal services; Real estate; Restaurants, cafes, and 
pubs; Retail; FAQs; What workers should expect

Resources: COVID-19 Safety Plan template and more resources

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-industry-information/agriculture
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-industry-information/construction
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-industry-information/forestry
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-industry-information/health-care
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-industry-information/hospitality
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-industry-information/manufacturing
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-industry-information/manufacturing/meat-processing
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-industry-information/municipalities
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-industry-information/retail
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-industry-information/small-business
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-industry-information/transportation
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/gyms-and-fitness-centres
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/arts-and-cultural-facilities
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/health-professionals
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/in-person-counselling
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/education
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/offices
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/parks
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/personal-services
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/real-estate
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/restaurant-cafes-pubs
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/retail
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/faqs-returning-to-safe-operation
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/covid-19-updates/covid-19-returning-safe-operation/what-workers-should-expect
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/checklist/covid-19-safety-plan?lang=en
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/forms-resources#sort=%40fcomputeditemdatefield343%20descending&f:language-facet=%5BEnglish%5D&tags=Covid-19|a96b6c96607345c481bb8621425ea03f


Contingency Planning: COVID-19 Outbreak

Webinar with Dr. Michael Schwandt- Vancouver Coastal Health
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDLdfk1MtPU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDLdfk1MtPU


We are in this together

Working together to prevent
COVID-19 transmission

• To protect ourselves, our workers, families 
and communities

• While maintaining and growing our  economy

• We are here to help so please do not hesitate 
to contact us
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